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UC Facts
UCF ranked fourth in the
nation in percentage increase for
funding in 1997-98, according to a
report in The Chronicle of Higher
Education, UCF's increase? Thirtyseven percent.
The top 10 universities are:
1. Northwestern State (Okla.) 55%
2. Langston (Okla.)
54%
3. Florida International
39%
4. UCF
37%
5. Florida Atlantic
36%
6. Central Oklahoma
32%
7. Northeastern State (Okla.) 31%
8. Christopher Newport
30%
9. Southern Oregon State
29%
10. Old Dominion
29%

A publication for faculty and staff

More housing on drawing board
Number of campus
residents could
double in 3 years

U

CF officials are exploring the
financial feasibility of doubling
current university-provided
student housing and adding a third
parking garage before year 2001
draws to a close.
William Merck, vice president for
Administration and Finance, and
other staffers met with representatives
of the state's Division of Bond Finance in Tallahassee this week in a

preliminary review of the financing
requirements for a project that might
add some 1,664 beds at a cost upwards
of $70 million.
Discussions also dealt with the
feasibility of building a 1,330-vehicle,
$8.4 million garage on the current
surface parking lots behind the Student Center buildings off South Gemini
Boulevard. The first garage opened in
January behind the Education Building; a
twin facility, expected to be completed
in the fall, is under construction behind
the Engineering Building.
If authorized, the new student
housing would likely be clustered in
two equal-sized "villages" with their

own parking on the south campus
where athletic facilities now are
located, according to Merck. The
housing would be accessed by a new,
looping road connecting a realigned
Central Florida Boulevard and Libra
Drive, which runs into the Central
Florida Research Park. Prior to
construction, the south campus
athletic facilities would have to be
relocated to the north behind the
Arena, as the UCF master plan
prescribes. Those costs, as well as the
new road, are included in the $70
million estimate.

Please see HOUSING, page 4

UCF gives Brevard residents HOPE
Branch campus clinic
has ear of community

T

here's new hope for Brevard County victims
of stroke, brain damage and any number of
speech and language disorders, thanks to the
opening of the Dr. James A. Drake Speech and
Language and Disorders Clinic, UCF's latest partnership project.
"We've heard nothing but good about the clinic
§ince it opened at the first of the year," says Chad
Nye, chair for UCF's Communicative Disorders
Department. "Our students speak very highly of
their experiences over there."
The clinic, housed in space rented from the HOPE
(Health Outreach Prevention Education) Center, is
good news for both UCF students and Brevard
County residents. For the 41 graduate students at the
Brevard campus, it has made the required 275 practicum hours they need for graduation a lot easier to
get. For area residents, the clinic is a place to go for help.
The clinic is a partnership between UCF, the
Brevard County School Board and HOPE Center —
# not-for-profit medical and children's outreach
facility created by Health First, a health provider
that owns hospitals and rehabilitation centers.
^ "The partnership with UCF benefits everyone:
students who will gain invaluable experience [and]
the children the program serves. And the city of
Rockledge now has a wonderful resource in the
community. This is yet another example of community collaboration at work," says Steve Bunker,
president and CEO of Health First and a founder of
fTOPE Center.

Please see HOPE, page 3 UCF student Christine DeCaprio works with Kelly Nelson, 5, at the clinic.
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Memos
To: President's staff, deans and
directors
From: Dan Holsenbeck, University
Relations
Subject: Graphic Standards Manual
We are in the process of reviewing
our Graphic Standards Manual and
some of the application aspects of our
graphic standards policy. This is a
process we intend to pursue every two
to three years.
Recently, David Finnerty and
Mindy Colton of our staff met with
various representatives from the
university community to review the
graphic standards process. The
purpose of this memo is to offer each
of you the opportunity to provide
additional input on the interpretation
of the policy and the use of UCF's
graphics as prescribed in the manual. If
you have any suggestions, questions,
or other input, please contact David,
Mindy, or me directly at 823-2502.
We plan to revise and reprint the
manual. The basic policy will not
change. May I suggest that your
response be directed to us no later than
March 1. Thank you for your
continued cooperation in the matter of
UCF's graphic standards and visual
image. We have received many
positive statements from our external
publics over the quality and visual
appeal of our graphics usage.
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Kings and queens
Students prepare to do battle In a game of human checkers during the Alpha Tau Omega
Excalibur Medieval Festival on Feb. 7. The festival, held at Lake Claire, also featured canoe #
jousting, a water balloon catapult, archery and arm wrestling.

Community eating up focus breakfasts
"Partnership" isn't part of the name, but the
President's Focus on Excellence Breakfast is a
strong tool for forging UCF alliances with the
community.
"This [the breakfasts] is a way to dispense
marvelous information on points of excellence. We
normally do four a year and they are very, very
well received," says director of Community
Relations Helen Donegan.
"In 1997, our focus was on research. We started
with biomedical research and ended with the
Florida Space Institute. People were amazed that
we are doing [so much]research on campus."
The forum involves about 150 community
leaders carefully selected, according to their professional interests, to share a meal and exchange
information with UCF faculty and staff involved
with the topic in focus.
"There is no major city without a major university. UCF is a major economic generator. Once people

"There is no major city
without a major university.
UCF is a major economic
generator. Once people
understand that advantage,
they respond to our need
for research dollars,
join us in partnerships
and provide internships."
Helen Donegan,
director, UCF Community Relations
understand that advantage, they respond to our
need for research dollars, join us in partnerships
and provide internships," Donegan observes.

"The quality and quantity of what we are doing
is impressive. UCF has been the best-kept secret in
town. Our goal is to no longer be a secret and to »
have the community understand that UCF does
give back."
Sponsoring partners of the breakfasts include #
the Greater Orlando Chamber of Commerce.
President Jacob Stuart explains the chamber's
commitment. "UCF is one of the most important
ingredients in central Florida going into the next
century. We want to demonstrate public support
and help drive the importance of this institution
into our 5,000 members."
*
This year's breakfasts are slated to focus on the .
arts in March and Central Florida Research Park in
September. At the end of April, the more expansive*
OJ Forum will zero in on UCF's economic impact,
highlighting research. A fourth topic has not been
determined.
•
— Susan Loden

University becoming campus to world
Venezuelan engineering students
can now receive funding from their
government to obtain graduate
degrees at UCF.
UCF and the Fundacion Gran
Mariscal de Ayacucho, the official
Venezuelan agency for the
development of higher education,
have nearly finalized an agreement
that will provide living and tuition
expenses for graduate engineering
students from that country.
Fundayacucho, Venezuela's
exclusive lender of graduate loans
and scholarships for master's degree
level students studying abroad, will
provide the funding.
Interested students can contact
Fundayacucho, which will send a list
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of potential applicants to UCF each
semester. The students will be sent
admissions materials and will apply
individually to the programs they are
interested in. They will be subjected
to the same entrance requirements as
all other applicants. Students
accepted into the program will be
categorized as Florida residents for
tuition purposes.
"We think this is an excellent
opportunity to stimulate cultural and
academic exchange between our
countries," said Patricia Bishop,
director of Graduate Studies. "We
hope this will lead to the development
of comparable programs in different
disciplines and throughout the
world."

Fundayacucho has
also expressed
interest in
expanding the
program to include
education and
business students. Three
students are expected to
attend UCF this semester as
part of the program.
As part of the agreement, UCF
will send representatives to the
annual Education Fair in Caracas,
Venezuela, each year to discuss
academic and exchange
opportunities. Last year, Jose
Sepulveda, graduate coordinator in
engineering, attended the event and
talked to many students interested in

attending UCF.
Fundayacucho
has developed •
similar
agreements
with schools 9
across the
United States,
including the
University of South
Florida, the University .
of Minnesota, Northeastern
University, Louisiana State*
University, the University of Illinois
at Chicago, Michigan State University,
SUNY Binghamton, Syracuse, Indian*
University, Stanford, the University
of California-Berkeley and Penn
State.
.
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Ph.D. program, other issues
addressed by Faculty Senate
. Surplus property
auction coming up
The surplus property spring auction is March
21 at the Physical Plant warehouse loading dock
area at 9 a.m. Items that will be auctioned include
desks, chairs, computer tables, computer equipment and printers. All items purchased must be
removed the day of the sale. Friday, Feb. 20, is the
* last day for departments to enter surplus property
in the on-line property system or to transfer items
out of surplus prior to the auction. There is no cost
» to transfer items to a department's equipment
account. However, property must be received
through the on-line property system and individual
» departments are responsible for transporting
items selected.

Week focuses on
eating disorders

Approval of a doctoral program in clinical
psychology and an electronic process for
submitting grades were two of the issues discussed
at last month's Faculty Senate meeting.
The Ph.D. in clinical psychology program is
expected to begin in the fall, says Linda Malone,
chair for the Faculty Senate's Graduate Policy and
Curriculum Committee.
Meanwhile, the Undergraduate Policy and
Curriculum Committee has proposed setting up a
grading process that would allow professors to
submit grades electronically.
"It would give professors more time to grade
final exams," explained Carol Bast of that
committee. "But we need feedback from the faculty
for ideas."
In other news, Mike Mullens, chair for the
Undergraduate Policy and Curriculum Committee,
said his committee is examining grade forgiveness,
withdrawal and grade inflation. Dean Kathryn

Seidel, chair for the General Education Oversight
Committee, said the new Learning In Communities
(LINC) program is running successfully. The
Budget Committee, chaired by Charles Keliher, is
continuing its work on pressing for better budget
reporting methods. "We would like a form used
unversitywide that would be easily understood,"
Keliher said.
Elections for new faculty members and officers
will be held in the next few months. Approximately
half of the Faculty Senate is either replaced or reelected each year. The number of senators remains
at 50, but the College of Engineering has added one
and the College of Education has lost one. The
proportion of senators is based on the number of
tenured professors in each college.
The current tally stands at: Arts and Sciences,
22; Business Administration, 6; Education, 7;
Engineering, 8; Health and Public Affairs, 7.
— Joanne Griggs

Oriandoan of Year
m.. f i l l

National Eating Disorders Week is Feb. 23-28.
Like the rest of the country, many UCF students
* have a big problem with disorder habits which
can lead to bulemia, anorexia, compulsive overeating or compulsive over-exercising. The Wellr ness and Counseling centers will be appearing at
various campus restaurants this week to provide
free educational information, a nutritionist, a
, counselor, a game or two with prizes, the Scale of
Fortune and an optional screening quiz to help
determine if you (or a friend) may be heading for
an eating disorder.
*

School has creative
idea for fund raiser
»

The Parents' Association of the UCF Creative
School for Children is selling commemorative
cotton coverlets as a fund raiser. A sample
coverlet is on display in the lobby of the school's
front office. They are $40 each, plus tax. Checks
should be made payable to the Creative School for
Children Parents' Association and dropped off at
* the front office or mailed to UCF, P.O. Box 163546,
Orlando, FL 32816-3546.

Upcoming holiday
The long wait is now in progress ... The next
» universitywide holiday isn't until Memorial Day
on May 25.

This issue
This issue of The UCF Report is for the weeks of
» Feb. 20-26 and Feb. 27-March 5. It is the 15th issue
of fiscal year 1997-98. The UCF Report is published
23 times a year (every other week in the fall and
0 spring, and every third week in the summer).

The UCF Report
The UCF Report is q publication of the Office of
Public Relations, Division of University Relations,
University of Central Florida, P.O. Box 160090,
Orlando, FL 32816-0090, (407) 823-2$04. Publication
of announcements and official memoranda about
university policy and procedures in The UCF Report
constitutes official notice to faculty and staff.
David Flnnerty, editor
Sheila Anderson, editorial assistant
Joanne Griggs, writer
Susan Loden, writer
Jacque Brund, photographer
Suzanne Bali, student assistant
Anthony Felix, student assistant
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President John Hitt was presented recently with the cover of Orlando magazine
proclaiming UCF and its football team the 1998 Oriandoan of the Year. Pictured
with the president are Orlando magazine editor Brooke Lange and publisher
Mark Neujahr.
HOPE, continued from page lThe clinic will allow UCF students to have a
sequence of clinical experiences: first with
preschool children/then school children. Later,
adults will be included.
"School practitioners are paired with UCF
students and all their course work matches their
clinical experiences/' Nye says. "Students are
required to have a minimum amount of
supervision, and the HOPE employees who are
adjuncts at the Brevard campus supervise our
students at virtually no extra cost. We just couldn't
afford to do that without their assistance. We help
them save money in return for the hours our
students put in."
Speech pathology and audiology professor
Harold "Sunny" Utt, who started the program at
the Brevard campus seven years ago, was
instrumental, along with Drake and Nye, in
creating the clinic. "Our students will have a
variety of experiences here," he says. "It's a nice
situation. It rivals anything in the country."
Susan McKeown, resource teacher for the

"The partnership with UCF
benefits everyone: students
who will gain invaluable
experience [and] the children
the program serves."
Steve Bunker, president and CEO,
Health First, and a founder of HOPE Center
Speech/Impaired Program for the Brevard County
School District, and UCF graduate Lisa Inbornone,
director of Children's Services for the HOPE
Center, helped in the development of the clinic.
"Through their collaboration, the HOPE Center
and UCF will allow school district employees who
are working on master's degrees to be able to gain
first-hand experience in a clinical setting in Brevard
versus traveling to Orlando," McKeown says.
— Joanne Griggs
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A witness to democracy
Professor observes
national elections
in Costa Rica
Political science professor Bruce
Wilson has had an eye on Costa Rica
for more than a decade. His book
"Costa Rica: Politics, Economics and
Democracy" is slated for publication
in March. The Scotland native once
lived in Costa Rica for 18 months
doing research. And he has spent time
there every summer since 1987.
So, Wilson was no stranger when,
from Jan. 28-Feb. 2, he joined just
more than 100 others from around the
world as an official observer of
national elections.
Surprisingly, that's a pretty easy
job in Costa Rica, which has been
conducting post-civil war elections
every four years since 1953. With all
posts from the presidency down to
municipal offices up for grabs, Wilson
says the appointed president of the
Supreme Election Tribunal has a steel
grip over the election process,
including inviting observers in.
"We were not to say whether the
election was fair or not fair, but to

Bruce Wilson was one of 100 official observers of national
elections in Costa Rica, this winter.
visit candidates, hear their concerns
and visit the polls," Wilson says.
In Costa Rica, election day is a
festival. Children and adults revel
around the 6,080 polling places,
creating a "charged, friendly atmosphere," he explains.

"There is no scope for stuffing the
ballot. What goes in [is] exactly
[what] comes out. It is so tightly
controlled and regimented. It is not
possible to find fraud in the actual
vote. Armed guards escort the voting
boxes."

For the three months prior to the
election, Wilson says, the president of
the Election Tribunal is the most
powerful person in the country. "This
is better organized than a military
operation. There are no glitches."
He adds that the president of the
nation, once elected, is immediately a
lame duck, because he or she can
never run for the office again.
Almost 1.4 million votes were cast
this winter. Until this year — when,
for the first time, ballots were marked
with pens — voters used their
thumbprint to mark their choice on
ballots, which feature photos of
presidential candidates. A voter
without thumbs could use another
finger. Or, if all fingers were missing,
a toe. In contrast, the next election is
expected to be computerized.
The biggest problem with the
elections? Candidates make promises
related to the economy that are
impossible to keep.
"For my research, this [witnessing
the elections] is one of the best things
I have done," Wilson says. It allowed
him to connect with high-ranking
politicos with whom he would
normally have limited or no contact.
— Susan Loden

Consortium in athletes' corner
UCF is home to 1 of 6
NCAS posts in nation
Student-athletes are discovering an all-star
teammate in the National Consortium for Academics
and Sports (NCAS). Nationwide, 140 colleges and
universities participate in the consortium, which
has six bases across the U.S., one of them at UCF.

"It is important for UCF to show support of
student athletes, beyond [their] winning games.
Their education, a commitment to the community
and their welfare are important," says Suzi Katz,
director of the consortium's Southern Region and
its national coordinator. Katz's headquarters are at
UCF.
Education, community ties and image are
crucial, especially when controversies arise.
Student-athletes are pressed to perform in the

Suzi Katz and the National Consortium for Academics and Sports is one of
student-athletes' best teammates.

classroom as well as on the field, and a few end in
trouble.
That's where the consortium steps in. Take the
extreme example of an athlete beating up a
girlfriend, for instance. "We don't say, 'You're the
problem,'" Katz says of the consortium's Mentors
in Violence Prevention Program. "We say, 'This is
how you can become a leader in ending violence
against women.'"
The consortium also piggybacks on existing
programs, like UCF's Bright Knights. Studentathletes involved in Bright Knights go into the
community to talk to youths about racial issues,
violence, drug and alcohol abuse, academic success
and being role models. The consortium, likewise,
brings in pro athletes — like American Basketball
League's Atlanta Glory player Saudia Roundtree's
visit in January to Union Park Middle School — for
additional outreach.
Not only that, Katz and the consortium are
assisting a former UCF football player complete his
education. The player, now living in another state,
turned pro before earning his degree, and his
professional career didn't pan out. The consortium (
also helps student-athletes continue their education
after their eligibility expires in an NCAA program.
In conjunction with Northeastern University's
Center for the Study of Sport in Society and the
NCAA, the consortium sponsors National Student
Athlete Day on April 6. That day, deserving
collegiate and high school student-athletes will be
honored, along with outstanding supporters
including parents, coaches, academic advisers,
faculty and administrators.
'
— Susan Loden

HOUSING, continued from page 1
Conceptual plans envision that
the villages would be built with
varied roof elevations at two-, threeand possibly four-story heights and
with different wall angles and planes.
The villages would be connected by a
winding pathway and entered through
distinctive, heavily landscaped gateways.
The housing project would include
food services for breakfast and dinner,
as well as a convenience store and
laundry. Adjoining land reserved for
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future housing would be available for
recreation until a third village is constructed there.
The plans respond to student and
parental demand for on-campus
housing, as well as findings that student
retention improves when students
live on campus.
UCF housing can now accommodate
some 1,600 students. Dormitory-style
housing for another 583 students is
under construction and will begin

becoming available next fall.
Meanwhile, university plans to
expand Greek Park into land that is
bounded by Alafaya Trail and
McCulloch Road west to Lake Claire
were put on hold in the face of
opposition by the Sierra Club and on
the advice of Board of Regents staff.
The environmental organization has
objected to a compromise plan that
was worked out on campus last fall
between administrators and members

of the Biology Department in an effort
to balance growth and environmental t
interests. The plan would have removed 14.28 acres from the master planprotected 24 acre plot at the northwest
corner of campus in exchange for more
than 16 acres of unprotected land that
would have been added to the Arboretum preserve. Alterations to university *
master plans require the approval of
state authorities.
— Dean McFalh
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Program LINC to improved learning
Innovative tag-team
approach changing
way classes taught
When does one plus one equal something other
than two?
When it comes to UCF's initiative of Learning
in Communities, better known as LINC.
"When you link two courses together, the two
professors learn from each other, so they act as
models for their students. The learning process
becomes greater than it does from the two separate
classes," explains Shirley Leckie, assistant dean for
the College of Arts and Sciences.
"We want to create a genuine learning
environment at UCF where everyone is willing to
learn from each other, including faculty, administrators and staff."
LINC involves connecting two or more courses
with the same students taking the courses together
to form a group that works, studies and socializes
together. Learning in communities is currently in
use at more than 500 institutions across the country,
a reform that has been experimented with over the
last 15 years.
Numerous research studies show that better
learning occurs in learning communities, says
Barbara Leigh Smith, provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs at Evergreen State College in
Washington. She was recently on campus to lead a
workshop for administrators and faculty on the
topic.
"Because so many of our students work, they

lack the time to form communities away from the
classroom," she says. "So we must form communities around the classes. Research is quite clear:
students learn content much better if they have to
write about it, talk about it and do something on
it."
With learning communities, students interact
more with their professors, more with each other,
study more, help each other and generally talk
more about broad issues of concern to society, such
as racial and ethnic problems.
"You need to start them on the right foot by
providing coherence in their courses. Research
shows that students in learning communities
outperform other students and have higher
retention and graduation rates," Smith says.
UCF began working on LINC a year and a half
ago. Its implementation committee meets weekly to
talk about how to make it work. "We'd like to
involve everyone. Not just those in the classroom,
but in all areas of the university," Leckie says.
Kathleen Bell, coordinator for LINC and
composition coordinator for the English
Department, says the idea was first put into
practice last summer with the Pegasus Program,
which provides students who don't meet admission
requirements — but had either a high SAT score or
a high GPA — with a chance to take courses at UCF
and prove themselves.
"The students, about 90 of them, were required
to live on campus and take two linked classes:
Composition I and Sociology," Bell says. "They
had to earn a 'B' or better to continue. Many of
them took Composition II and Speech linked last
fall."
This semester, UCF offered 12 sections linked

with a composition class. "Provost [Gary]
Whitehouse is asking that 20 percent of the classes
in the General Education Program become linked,"
Bell says.
"The process will also involve looking for
groups within the university that would benefit
from having courses linked, especially groups that
could use special handling, such as the preprofessional groups."
Learning communities vary greatly in structure
and organization. Student cohorts can be part of
larger classes, but take a series of courses together.
Freshmen groups are particularly popular. For
instance, freshmen who are interested in a possible
career in law can take American Government,
Philosophy and Ethics, and Public Speaking
together, then meet for a discussion group led by an
upper-division or graduate student.
The same can be done for transfer students
majoring in the same field. Some student groups
can take classes together over several terms, so the
logistics for scheduling can be challenging.
"It's an incredible process that starts with
admission and the first advising students receive.
But faculty have to generate the ideas to link the
classes." Bell says.
The LINC committee hopes to come up with a
model within two or three years that can be used
by everyone and to receive monies for training
faculty through the Faculty Center for Teaching and
Learning.
"It's [learning communities] growing in
numbers, but it needs to grow in concept," Bell
says, "so the entire university embraces it. But
everyone has to be willing to learn."
— Joanne Griggs

Leaders
of the
pack
Awards honor
university's best
Faculty leadership awards were
presented to five faculty members
during Leadership Week earlier this
month.
Faculty were chosen based on
demonstrated leadership in their
department and the community,
excellence in serving students,
commitment toward lifelong learning
and willingness to go beyond job
expectations. The winners, one from
each college, are Robert Bledsoe,
Naval Modani, David Mealor, James
McBrayer and Robert Gennaro.
In the College of Arts and
Sciences, Bledsoe is chair of the
Political Science Department. His
nominator said "his leadership style
is one that achieves a ripple effect in
which his efforts are reflected in a
wide array of university, disciplinary,
departmental, professional,
community and student arenas."
Modani, from the College of
Business Administration, has been in
the Finance Department for 15 years.
He has served on the Strategic
Planning Committee, the University
Assessment Committee and was
previously chair of the Faculty Senate.
His first priority remains in the
classroom — evident because he has
had the highest student evaluations in
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Recipients of UCF's leadership awards display their awards on Feb. 5.
his department for the past six years.
The College of Education recipient
is Mealor, from the Educational
Services Department. He is a member
of several professional associations
and is currently mayor of Lake Mary.
His leadership brought about the
accreditation of the School
Psychology Program.
McBrayer, the award recipient
from the College of Engineering, is a
professor in the Mechanical, Materials
and Aerospace Engineering
Department. He serves as founding
director for the Alternate Instructional
Media Center and has been a part of
distance learning activities. He was a
recipient of the Board of Regents'

Teaching Incentive Program and
received his department's Excellence
in Undergraduate Teaching Award in
1997.
In the College of Health and Public
Affairs, Gennaro initiated immense
growth as chair of the Molecular and
Microbiology Department. "He has
talent as a visionary," said his
nominator. "He is committed to
excellence and illustrates a dynamic
leadership profile."
In addition to the faculty
leadership awards, Cassandra Willard
was awarded the Student Leadership
Award; Christopher Tomasso was
awarded the Young Alumni
Leadership Award; and Most

Outstanding Leadership awards for
clubs and organizations went to
Army ROTC and the Lambda Theta
Phi Interest Group.
Leadership Week is an annual
event recognizing UCF leaders,
providing leadership training and
encouraging faculty and student
collaboration. Throughout the week,
speakers, seminars and games
educate and entertain the UCF
community.
The awards and activities were
sponsored by the LEAD Scholars
Program, Student Government
Association, Alumni Relations Office
and the Office of Student Activities.
— Celeste Miller
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1969:
Act Two
Thankfully, there were no hurricanes that
To celebrate the 35th anniversary of the founding
season, and the numerous severe thunderstorms
of our university, stories will appear in each issue of
didn't cause any devastating damage.
The UCF Report throughout 1998. Next issue: A
The third production attempt by the
look at 1970-71 and the university's building boom.
department, amid the rain and mildew, was a big
success. The performances of "The Glass
tudents stood on the makeshift, wooden
Menagerie" received strong praise from
stage, shivering, trying to deliver their lines
theater critics.
without letting their teeth clatter.
It was 35 degrees inside, and the actors
"It was a high point for us," Smith says.
and actresses wore only togas and sandals at the
"We were more at home in the tent, the
first-ever performlights worked, it was easier to
ance for the univerwork with a smaller cast, and the
sity's Theatre
simpler scenery and language. We
Department.
proved we could put on a play in a
tent successfully."
"Inside"
meant a 150-byThe Theatre Department wasn't
50-foot tent that
the
only part of the university to
THIRTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
didn't provide
suffer or benefit from growing
pains during the second year of classes. The
much protection from a cold front for the capacity
number of students and faculty doubled
crowd of 100 on that December day in 1969. The
blue-and-yellow stripped tent was set up where the (3,525 students on the main campus), all
four class levels were on board and the noBusiness Administration Building stands today.
name,
no-official uniform and gym-less
The originally scheduled first play, which had
athletic program tipped off its first
been slotted for October, had to be canceled
basketball season.
because the theatrical lights kept failing. The loose
sand that was all over the campus was gumming
That spring, TAU fraternity held its first
up the works. The second play was Shakespeare's
scholarship banquet dinner— an "unHarry Smith rehearses with students Lila
"Titus Andronicus," which takes place in ancient
banquet." Invitations listed stale salad,
Casselberry and Brian Skadowski in 1970.
Rome, thus, the togas.
greasy chicken wings, cold mashed potatoes,
soggy pie and weak coffee as the menu not being
"Everything goes back to the tent," says Harry
faculty moving into the newly completed
served and asked those invited to donate the
Smith, founding chair for the Theatre Department.
Administration Building, following a year of
monies saved from not attending. Thousands of
"The first chore I did when I came here was superconstruction with more construction on the
dollars were raised.
vise the erection of the tent. Every morning when I
horizon. The tone for the upcoming years was set.
woke up, I wondered if it would still be there."
The year ended with administrators, staff and
— Joanne Griggs

Year helped set stage
for today's university

S

Early commencements out of this world
The commencement speaker had
been to the stars and back and would
soon walk on the moon. So his
admonishment to "reach for the
stars" carried weight with the 423
members of FTU's charter graduating
class in June 1970. John Young
returned to address a new batch of
graduates in 1988 to commemorate

the university's 25th anniversary.
The first commencement was in
the 2,800-seat Municipal Auditorium,
but almost 3,800 wanted to attend. "We
had to ration admission tickets," President Emeritus Charles Millican recalls.
In the early years, campus lacked
a building large enough for commencement. Several were at the Naval

Faces from the past
Barth Engert
Served at UCF: 1968-1997
Positions: director of Housing;
coordinator of Conferences and
Institutes; director of Public
Relations; associate director of High
School and Community College
Relations; assistant to the dean of
Undergraduate Studies; and director
of Student Affairs
Engert was in charge of the
university's commencement
ceremonies for almost 12 years. "My
favorite times at the university were

planning the
commencement
ceremonies,
particularly
making
accommodations
for students with
specialneeds.lt
took a little extra
effort, but it was worth it to make
sure that it was a nice day for
everyone. Once the organist started
playing, the commencement
ceremony was on automatic pilot.
We had it that well planned out."

Oct. 15
Students hold Peace
Wednesday, joining over
400 other institutions in
national show of support for
ending the war in Vietnam

October
Board of Regents
authorizes degree in
general studies
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Training Center and Winter Park High.
Once, the Orlando Sports Stadium,
home of wrestling and boxing matches,
was used. Millie Kennedy, executive
assistant to several presidents,
remembers the blistering heat there.
"It was just horrible," she says.
The problem of those hot summer
days wouldn't be solved until the
Education Building was completed in
1977 and ceremonies moved into the
gym. Meanwhile, Millican had invited
President Richard Nixon to speak
several times, but he had always been
unavailable. Until 1973. "Three days
before the date, we got a call saying
President Nixon could make it,"
Kennedy says.
The Secret Service suggested
draining the Reflecting Pond and
holding the graduation ceremony
there. "They could place their people
on the roofs of the surrounding
buildings," Kennedy explains.
Phil Goree, a longtime employee
who was the university's first
business manager, recalls worrying

Nov. 21
FTU's first athletic
event: basketball team
beats Massey Institute
Dec. 3
First Honors convocation
held to recognize
outstanding students

The FuTUre student paper
proposes Vincent the Vulture
as the university's mascot; the
idea is somewhat popular

about an incoming storm hitting
before the 9 a.m. ceremony. "As soon
as the sun came up it started cooking,"
Goree says.
The tradition of holding the
ceremony in the Reflecting Pond
ended when the university's second
president, Trevor Colbourn, had his
first turn in the pond. "We all wished
the water was still in there," Colbourn
says. "It was horrendous. It [the empty
pond] scooped up the heat and held it."
Graduation ceremonies have
become more predictable and better .
orchestrated — except, perhaps, for
the time in the late '80s when bats
hiding in crevices of the Education
Building became stirred up and flew
over startled graduates and guests.
Not long after that, ceremonies were
moved to the UCF Arena.
— Joanne Griggs
May 29
Students warned by
administrators about the
danger of climbing the
smokestack ladder on the
Physical Plant tower

April 24
Airstrip near Lake Claire
proposed by Pegasus
Pilots, FTU's flying club

April 25
FTU weight lifters take second
in state at Florida State
Powerlift in Miami

June 23
First
commencement
ceremony and
first meeting of
the Alumni
Association

June 19
Administrators, staff and
faculty move into the
Administration Building
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Appointments
and Activities
J.D. Applen, assistant English professor, published
"Understanding the Text of America from the Sixties to
the Nineties."
Jocelyn Bartkevicius, assistant English professor,
presented "In Relation to the Sky: Virginia Woolf's Other
Real World," at the seventh annual Virginia Woolf
Conference in Plymouth, N.H. and "An Erotics of Place
in Sustainable Prose: Terry Tempest Williams's Desert
Quartet" at the second biennial conference of the
Association for the Study of Literature and Environment
in Missoula, Mont. She was a finalist in the New
Millennium Writings awards competition for her essay
"The End of the Garden."
Kathleen Bell, associate English professor, was a focus
group participant for Prentice Hall Publishers, last
summer. She was director of the AP Summer Credit Institute.
James Campbell, assistant English professor, presented
"For You May Touch Them Not: Misogyny, Homosexuality,
and the Ethics of Passivity in First World War Poetry,"
"Beyond Arche: Relocating Political Violence in Seamus
Heaney's Later Poetry" at the Conference on Literature
and Political Violence at the University of Cambridge,
and "Unworking the Somme: Mythic Community in Recent Northern Irish Drama" at the International Association
for the Study of Irish Literatures Convention in Sweden.
Lynn Casmler-Paz, instructor, presented "Images of
Black Children in Advertising: 1865-1910" at the
Conference on Childhood and Children's Literature in
Pittsburgh. She attended the fall forum for 1997
Spencer Foundation Dissertation Fellows, in Chicago.

Employee of the month
Name: Lillian Phelps
Title: Office manager
Department: College of Engineering
Job description: Works closely with Associate
Dean Richard Miller, assists engineering students
one-on-one with problems during the semester,
works with undergraduates preparing for
graduation
Length of service: 10 years
Background: Before coming to UCF, she worked
for the Department of the Navy in the Pentagon
Hobbies: Enjoys spending time with her husband
and dog, sewing, crafts and yard work
Quote; "The thing I will miss the most when I

leave is the students. [She hopes to move up to
Virginia within 18 months to be with her
children.] The students are very grateful for the
help given and once I see them happy, I know I've
done my job. It's what I enjoy. We have a good
group of students and I will go out of my way to
help them. I couldn't ask for more."
In praise: "In general, Lillian is viewed as the
resident adviser for the student body in the
College of Engineering. She is a very caring
person and helps students with academic
problems as well as personal." Ridiard Miller,
associate dean, College of Engineeiing
— Suzanne Ball

Humberto Lopez Cruz, assistant professor of foreign
languages, published "Ficcisn y realidad en un
personaje femenino de Raining Backwards en Roberto
Fernandez" in Confluencia.
Paul Dombrowski, visiting associate English professor,
reviewed for Technical Communication Quarterly "Of
Problematology: Philosophy, Science, and Language"
and the book manuscript for SUNY Press, "Toward a
Rhetonc of Technical Communication."
Gregory Hall, assistant professor of Political Science,
has an article titled "From the 'Brezhnev Doctrine' to
Partnership: The New International Relations of Eastern
Europe" to be published in The Political Chronicle.
Judith Hemschemeyer, associate English professor,
published "Saint Mary's Cemetery" in the summer/fall
issue of Mockingbird. She was a finalist for the Allen
Ginsberg Poetry Awards for "The Heaven of Women,"
the Mary Schierman Award for "The Gift of the Magi"
and the Glimmer Train's Short Story Award for "When
the Lid Pops."
Susan Hubbard, assistant English professor, published
"Why I have to Marry the Pool Guy" in Mississippi
Review (on-line edition), "Under Glass" and "Selling the
House" in America West. She published a review of
"The Puttermesser Papers," by Cynthia Ozick, and a
review of "Terminal Velocity" by Blanche McCrary Boyd,
both in The Orlando Sentinel.
Gregory Mason, coordinator for Greek Affairs, and
Beth Hamilton, national housing officer for Alpha Delta
Pi Sorority, presented a workshop at the National
Interfraternity Conference and Association of Fraternity
Advisors annual meeting in San Francisco. Their presentation was "Cracks in the Foundation: What 'Home Improvement' Doesn't Teach You About Fixing Greek Houses."
Mubarak Shah, professor of Computer Science, visited
Pakistan and India during the winter break. He taught a
three-week short course on computer vision, which is
jointly organized by Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute
of Science and Technology and Naval Engineering
College at Karachi, Pakistan. This course is financed by
United Nations Development Program under Transfer of
Knowledge Through Expatriate TOTKEN.

Officer of the Year
UCF Police officer Terri Hoover was named the Central Florida 1997 Communications
Officer of the Year by the Central Florida Criminal Justice Council for her work at
the university. She was recognized during Law Enforcement Day, held at Sea
World of Florida, this fall. Presenting the award to Hoover was John Walsh, host
of the television show "America's Most Wanted." Also pictured are UCF Police
chief Richard Turkiewicz and Lt. Thomas Blanton.
FRIDAY, FEB. 20, 1998

Richard Turkiewicz, director of Police and Safety, was
elected vice chair of the University and College Police
Section of the International Association Chiefs of Police.
The University and College Police Section of the IACP
is comprised of 300 college and university chiefs of police.
Gary Wolf, music professor, was presented in a
workshop and recital by the Jacksonville Music
Teachers Association at Florida Community College,
Jan. 14. Wolf's lecture was on "Comprehensive
Musicianship for the Advancing Pianist." His recital was
devoted to the music of Robert Schumann.

PAGE 7

P A T i^rivjr^AD
Art
Through March 13
•Art Gallery: "Five British Printmakers,"
curated by Marcus Reese-Roberts.
823-2676

Theatre

28

23-28

•FACA Florida H.S. Cheerleading finals, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. 823-6006

•National Eating Disorders Awareness
Week. 823-5841

28

Lectures/
Conferences

•Undergraduate Admissions: Scholarship
Day. 823-3813

Student Activities

27

20-March 8
•"The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas,"
by Carol Hall. 823-1500

•Women's Studies: noontime knowledge
lecture, UCF Downtown Center, noon-1
p.m. 823-6502

Arena

Miscellaneous

27

23-28

•Project Create, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 823-2236

•Spring Break

*

20

,,

•CAB Jazz Fest: James Moody, Visual
Arts Building Auditorium, 8 p.m. 823-6474

21
•Volunteer UCF: Special Projects Group.
823-6474

Sports

or

823-2729

22
•Baseball vs. Houston, 5 p.m.
•Women's tennis vs. Memphis, 11 a.m.

25
•Men's tennis vs. Eastern Michigan, 2 p.m.

26
•Women's basketball vs. College of
Charleston, 7 p.m.

28
•Women's basketball vs. Campbell, 7 p.m.

Meetings
26
•Faculty Senate, Garden Key room, 45:15 p.m.

Library
823-5427
•Foreign Languages Study Abroad
Program: Italy, by Anthony Cervone;
Germany, by Bernhard Decker; Quebec,
by Karl-Heinrich Barsch
•Uplifting Ourselves — Enhancing the
World, by Eugene Manselle
•UCF Celebrates Leadership, by M. Jan Uoyd
•You are a Mechanical, Materials or
Aerospace Engineer, by Louis Chow
•UCF Exchange Students Abroad, by
Karl-Heinrich Barsch

Strike a pose
Students Sean Marshall and Nashma Carrera rehearsed on
Feb. 8 for UCF's third annual fashion show, Fashion Vision.
The show, which will feature clothing from many Orlando
stores, is Friday, March 6, at 6 p.m. in the UCF Arena.
'."."".
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For Sale
Computer, Packard Bell Legend 650 Supreme, Windows
3.1, 386 Enhanced Mode, 4 RAM, 640 conventional
memory, PLUS, HP DeskJet 520 Printer. Software and
booklets included for both. $550, 359-8965.
Villa, detached, 3/2 on the 15th hole of the Deer Run golf
course in Casselberry. Lake view, $94,500. 897-5513 or
evenings 699-0912.
House, 3/2, 1,864 sq. ft. Quiet, wooded, established
community of 22 homes (14 original owners, 7 UCF
faculty). Community pool, tennis courts, eat-in kitchen,
great room, vaulted ceilings, central vac, brick fireplace,
fans, on cul-de-sac. "No maintenance" backyard.
$124,900. 365-9353 or (407) 773-1854.
Oidsmobile, '96 Ciera SL, blue on blue, 4 door, power
windows, power seats, 25,700 miles. General Motors
warranty and extended warranty available. Selling
because I have another car. 281-9374 or 823-5563.
House, tropical landscaping, 85 X 100 lot, 4 1/2 yrs. old.
3/2,1,350 sq. ft., no maintenance siding, 2-car garage,
brick fireplace, walk-in pantry, oak glass-fronted kitchen
cabinets, refrigerator, stove, dishwasher. Backyard has
natural landscaped pond, a bird lover's paradise!
Established, quiet, well-groomed neighborhood, 4/5
blocks to downtown Oviedo. Grocery stores, churches,
elementary, high school, all in walking distance.
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2 1/2 mi. from new large mall. $107,000. 365-3870 or
e-mail: mbrooks@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu
Spa, Leisure Bay Industries model No. 2006. Barely
used. Heated, lighted, lounger seat, turbo air. $1,000
obo. Amy, 823-2484 or 695-5178.
Toyota Tercel, '92, 84K miles, air, runs great. $6,000
obo. 277-5419.

*>
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For Rent
House, 3/2, 3 years old, 2 miles west of campus in the
Landings subdivision. Natural gas heating and cooking,
35 ft. screened porch, fenced yard. Lease $850 a month,
plus deposit. Available in March. Purchase possible, 6718159.
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i
Official Ballot to Spotlight
i
i
Employee of the Month
i
iI nominate:
i
(name)
(campus address)
i
ito be UCF Employee of the Month. (Nominee must have been a University Support Personnel System
i- employee at least two years.) Any employee, including faculty and A&P, may nominate a candidate on
• the basis of job performance, dependability, attitude, etc. A name submitted remains in the pool of
• eligible candidates for one year.

I
I Signed:

I
I

(name)

(campus address, phone)

| Cut ballot and return to Human Resources, ADM 230, EOM. (Mark envelope "confidential.")
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